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working Saturday mornings with young musi-
cians as well as participating with the Florida
String Quartet.

I have known Paul personally for many
years. He is well loved by our community for
his humor, warmth, and modesty. Though he
is hanging up his professional baton, his leg-
acy will remain for his tremendous contribution
to music education for our youth. I honor Paul
Wolfe today as a friend, musician, and civic
leader and praise his contributions on behalf
of the 13th Congressional District of Florida.
f

TRIBUTE TO JACQUELINE D. WARD

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 25, 1997

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, public service is
not an option for everyone, but it is the foun-
dation upon which Jacqueline Ward has built
a career.

Jacqueline has been on the frontline of nu-
merous political campaigns, and has dem-
onstrated her tenacity and passion for partici-
pating in the political process. Her many tal-
ents have been utilized by a host of New York
State and city political luminaries, including,
former Governor Mario Cuomo, Mayor David
Dinkins, Comptroller Carl McCall, and Brook-
lyn county leader Assemblyman Clarence Nor-
man.

Jacqueline Ward has acquired considerable
background in accounting and bookkeeping
services as a result of her work with numerous
businesses which provide financial services.

Ms. Ward has a 17-year-old son Mark, and
resides in Jamaica, NY. I want to take this op-
portunity to acknowledge the public service
career of Ms. Jacqueline Ward.
f

TRIBUTE TO PHILIP MORSE

HON. PETER DEUTSCH
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, 25, 1997

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate Mr. Philip Morse for being recog-
nized by the American Associates Ben-Gurion
University of the Negev for helping to establish
a Chair for Clinical Studies in Rheumatology.
Mr. Morse’s vision, leadership, and enduring
support as a businessman and as a philan-
thropist in the United States and abroad is a
beacon for us all.

Born in Poland in the 1920’s, Mr. Morse
was smuggled across the border of his home-
land at the young age of 19 to escape the hor-
rors of the Holocaust. By way of Sweden,
Russia, Japan, and Seattle, he arrived in New
York City in 1940 greeted by relatives he had
never met. Philip Morse came to America
penniless, alone and determined to pursue his
dream of success and freedom. It was his cre-
ativity and wit that would help him become an
extremely successful industrialist.

Philip Morse’s experience in repairs and re-
conditioning of machinery helped him to estab-
lish the Morse Electro Products Corp. where
he first revolutionized the sewing machine.
Soon after, he developed a way to transform
the massive radio console into a compact

stereo. His innovation was the most inexpen-
sive way to build a personal stereo making it
affordable for working America for the first
time ever. Furthermore, he provided thou-
sands of jobs for workers by setting up an as-
sembly line to manufacture the compact
stereo at industrial parks in New York, Texas,
and California.

In addition to his business success, Mr.
Morse is committed to support Judaic causes.
Several times a year he travels to Israel to
promote the Zionist movement and encourage
business development in Israel. Through his
own personal interest and painting experience,
he established a business in Israel that repro-
duces serigraphs and lithograph paintings of
young and unknown artists. Today, he is ac-
knowledged throughout Israel for his commit-
ment to education at yeshivas and at the Ben-
Gurion University.

Mr. Morse remains active in the Jewish
community in south Florida as a founder and
distinguished member of the board of directors
for the Aventura-Turnberry Jewish Center and
as a member of Hashomer Hazair.

I wish Philip the best on receiving this pres-
tigious recognition from the Ben-Gurion Uni-
versity of the Negev. I know he will continue
to be an effective voice for business develop-
ment and for the Jewish community in south
Florida and in Israel.
f

LEGISLATION TO FIX HOSPITAL
OUTPATIENT DEPARTMENT
OVERCHARGES: SUPPORT FROM
NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO PRE-
SERVE SOCIAL SECURITY AND
MEDICARE

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 25, 1997

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, Representative
BILL COYNE and I have introduced legislation
(H.R. 582) to stop immediately the overcharg-
ing of Medicare beneficiaries in hospital out-
patient departments [HOPD’s]

I am pleased to report that the President’s
fiscal year 1998 Medicare budget also pro-
poses to fix this gross overcharging of bene-
ficiaries through a 10-year return to the 80–20
percent split that prevails in the rest of Medi-
care Part B.

It is way past time that we fixed this prob-
lem. Four and a half years ago the National
Committee to Preserve Social Security and
Medicare wrote about it in their July/August
issue of Secure Retirement. It is a good expla-
nation of the problem—and why we should fix
the problem this year, before it gets even
worse.

[From Secure Retirement, July/Aug. 1992]
WHY MEDICARE OUTPATIENT AND INPATIENT

FEES CAN BE AS DIFFERENT AS APPLES AND
ORANGES

(By Jeff Archer)
If you need surgery and your doctor rec-

ommends outpatient treatment, check the
price first.

While both physician fees and hospital in-
patient charges are strictly controlled by
Medicare, no similar limits are imposed on
what an outpatient center may charge.

As a result, Medicare beneficiaries are not
protected from excessive charges by out-
patient services, says a recent report by the

Prospective Payment Assessment Commis-
sion, the non-partisan body created by Con-
gress to study Medicare’s payment systems.

Seniors who don’t have the most recent
version of the Medicare Handbook might not
realize this. Last year’s handbook contained
a chart of covered benefits for outpatient
hospital treatment, which said: ‘‘You pay
. . . subject to deductible plus 20 percent of
approved amount.’’

But in reality, seniors may wind up having
to pay more, possibly 30 percent or higher
than Medicare’s approved amount for the
procedure.

That’s because Medicare actually has no
direct control over the outpatient service
fee. No matter how much is charged, Medi-
care tells beneficiaries they must pay 20 per-
cent of the bill.

Medicare does have approved amounts for
these procedures, but they are used only to
determine how much the health agency
pays—not how much the beneficiary owes.

So while the health care agency and health
care providers talk apples and oranges, the
beneficiary is left completely unprotected
from excessive outpatient charges.

The situation has been going on for years.
In fact, Medicare itself has pointed out the

problem and the need to control outpatient
fees in the same way that hospital inpatient
charges are regulated.

‘‘Currently, the beneficiary pays 20 percent
of whatever the [outpatient] hospital charges
for a procedure, while Medicare pays 80 per-
cent of a payment that is at least based on
costs,’’ former Medicare Administrator Gail
Wilensky told Congress in 1991. ‘‘Payment
should be the same regardless of whether the
procedure is performed in an outpatient de-
partment, an ambulatory surgical center or
other center.’’

Medicare beneficiaries also have realized
the error.

Kenneth Lee, of Everett, Wash., noticed
the problem after his wife, Barbara, sought
treatment as a hospital outpatient about
two years ago. The Medicare form they re-
ceived showed them having to pay 20 percent
of the bill from the outpatient center.

But when Mr. Lee called his Medicare rep-
resentative, he found the health care agency
paid the facility much less than 80 percent of
the total bill. That meant the Lees actually
had to pay more than 20 percent of Medi-
care’s approved amount.

‘‘They’re saying there are two reasonable
amounts, one for Medicare and one for you,’’
says Mr. Lee, calling the practice double
bookkeeping. ‘‘It’s misleading and false—
they don’t cover 80 percent of the bill.’’

The 1992 Medicare Handbook has been
changed to indicate beneficiaries are respon-
sible for 20 percent of the billed—rather than
the approved—amount. But outpatient serv-
ice fees still are not controlled by Medicare.

In its recent report to Congress, the Pro-
spective Payment Assessment Commission
called for controls on outpatient service fees,
stating the current practice ‘‘unfairly penal-
izes beneficiaries who receive care in the
outpatient setting.’’

f

BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT:
CONSTITUTIONAL BOONDOGGLE

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 25, 1997

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I am attaching
a copy of an important editorial appearing in
last week’s Wall Street Journal entitled ‘‘Con-
stitutional Boondoggle’’ strongly opposing the
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balanced budget amendment. When a bastion
of conservatism such as the Wall Street Jour-
nal refers to the balanced budget amendment
as a ‘‘flake-out’’ and ‘‘silly,’’ I think it is time for
all Members to look up and take notice.
[From the Wall Street Journal, Feb. 4, 1997]

CONSTITUTIONAL BOONDOGGLE

With President Clinton about to deliver his
State of the Union Address and new budget,
this is an apt moment to say that the Presi-
dent is right and the Republicans are wrong
on item one of the GOP Congressional agen-
da. The balanced budget amendment is a
flake-out.

The notion of amending the Constitution
to outlaw budget deficits is silly on any
number of counts. Politically it’s empty
symbolism. Legally it clutters the Constitu-
tion with dubious prose. Today’s lesson,
though, concerns economics and accounting.
You can’t measure economic rectitude by
any one number, let alone the ‘‘deficit,’’
however defined, let alone the deficit projec-
tions the proposals will inevitably involve in
practice. The attempt to enshrine such a
number in the Constitution is bound to prove
a snare and a delusion.

The proposal passed by the Senate Judici-
ary Committee says that outlays (‘‘except
for those for repayment of debt principal’’)
shall not exceed receipts (‘‘except those de-
rived from borrowing’’). While this concept
sounds simple, in fact it reflects neither ac-
counting principles nor economic reality.

If you can balance your family budget, the
thinking goes, the government can balance
the federal budget. But applying the budget
amendment’s principles to households would
outlaw home mortgages, which have proved
a boon to countless families and the general
economy. What a family balances is its oper-
ating budget, a concept foreign to the federal
accounts. In corporate accounting, similarly,
the health of an enterprise is measured by
careful distinctions such as accruals or de-
preciation. Even the balanced budget re-
straints of state and local governments ex-
clude spending on capital improvements fi-
nanced by bond issues approved by voters.

The reality is that borrowing money is not
a sin; it depends on how much money, and in
particular on the uses of the borrowed funds.
Even the amendment itself recognizes this
by allowing Congress to waive the amend-
ment by majority vote when war is declared
or when a joint resolution declares ‘‘a mili-
tary conflict which causes an imminent and
serious military threat to national secu-
rity.’’ Other emergencies would presumably
be dealt through the provision that Congress
could approve borrowing by a two-thirds
vote.

Republicans back the amendment because
it scores well with focus group participants,
who don’t understand the difficulties, and
with Ross Perot, who doesn’t care. They also
hope that limiting the government’s power
to borrow will force it to limit spending.
Democrats seems pretty much to agree, and
want to voice support for the amendment to
appease focus groups while also killing it to
avoid a spending straitjacket. We’re not so
sure.

For one thing, we’ve observed how Euro-
pean politicians, even supposedly conserv-
ative ones, have been behaving toward the
budget-deficit requirements they imposed on
themselves in the Maastricht agreement. To
get within the numerical criteria, the Ital-
ians are taking their railroads off and on
budget; the French government, in return for
an infusion of funds this year, assumed pen-
sion obligations running into the far future.
Governmental accounting, you see, simply
counts formal government debt; it ignores
unfunded governmental promises.

This is a loophole enormous enough that
Rep. Fernand St Germain could drive half of
the S&L crisis through it in one night in
1980, when he doubled deposit-insurance lim-
its. Another enormous loophole is the gov-
ernment’s ability to offload, or ‘‘mandate,’’
costs on corporations, individuals and state
and local governments without running any
receipts or outlays through the Washington
books. And when the bill for Rep. St Ger-
main’s coup suddenly came due in 1989,
would it really have been better to avoid bor-
rowing and put the rest of the government
through a temporary wringer?

These imperfections might not matter if
the amendment did no harm, but it’s easy
enough to imagine scenarios in which it
would keep us from doing the economically
right thing. Take the proposals by the most
conservative bloc in the recent Social Secu-
rity Commission. They would allow current
taxpayers to personally invest part of what
they owe in payroll tax, giving them a better
return. But meeting obligations to those re-
tiring before their benefits were funded
would require a big issue of government
debt. The new debt would merely formally
recognize current obligations, and the pri-
vatization would dramatically reduce future
obligations. Though this transaction would
plainly improve the federal fisc, the balanced
budget amendment would outlaw it.

Or for that matter, take the Reagan de-
fense build-up, which led to victory in the
Cold War. The balanced budget amendment
would have allowed a majority to vote for
borrowing if fighting broke out, but not for
expenditures to deter it. Is that what we
want?

And take the Reagan tax cuts, which in
combination with Paul Volcker’s tight
money, led the country out of 1970s malaise,
conquering inflation without an extended re-
cession. Clearly deficit projections would
have prevented the tax changes.

Yes, this policy mix gave us deficit, but
the 1980s deficits are themselves a large part
of the reason we have a new concern with
budget discipline today. Indeed, it seems to
us that history argues that discipline comes
from forcing governments to borrow, and pay
interest—instead of raising taxes or making
unfunded promises or issuing unfunded man-
dates. Yet in the form passed by the Finance
Committee, the amendment says you need a
majority to raise taxes, a majority to de-
clare a military emergency, but two-thirds
to borrow.

What President Reagan understood is that
if you limit taxes, spending will sooner or
later have to follow. For permanent budget
discipline, the best idea now on the table is
Rep. Joe Barton’s proposal, up for a vote in
the House April 15, simply to require a two-
thirds vote to raises taxes. If that should
pass, nature will take its course.

We do need to get the national debt declin-
ing as a per cent of economic output. We do
need to restrain federal spending. We do need
to solve the Medicare crisis, as Senator Phil
Gramm notes alongside. We do need to look
beyond the year 2002. But these battles have
to be fought one by one, and can’t be solved
by amending the Constitution. The concept
embodied in the proposed amendment meas-
ures nothing useful; it is at best a distrac-
tion, and at worst spreads confusion that
will make the right things harder to do, not
easier.

CELEBRATION OF BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

HON. MARION BERRY
OF ARKANSAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 25, 1997

Mr. BERRY. I rise today in honor of Black
History Month. In the early 1990’s a gen-
tleman by the name of Dr. Carter G. Woodson
helped to establish a time to recognize those
men and women who have made significant
contributions in America. It was his hope that
this would stir the conscience of this Nation
and encourage the celebration of our diversity
which has always been a strength and not a
weakness.

The reason why I come to the floor is to tell
you of the importance of African-American his-
tory and the unique role of the black struggle
in this country. From generation to generation,
we have countless individuals who have risen
above prejudice and injustice to make a
change in our country.

To produce a group of outstanding leaders
such as Harriet Tubman, Thurgood Marshall,
Barbara Jordan, and Martin Luther King, Jr.,
during a time when the odds were so over-
whelmingly against them, shows the true de-
termination of a people that succeeded
against all odds to reach a dream. I speak
today, because a younger generation must be
told of this rich cultural heritage.

There are two men who have roots in my
congressional district who come to mind as I
give tribute. These gentlemen, one who
blazed a trail, and another whom I believe rep-
resents the future, are both role models in this
tradition.

The late Elder Famous Smith of West Mem-
phis was a good friend who pastored the 15th
Street Church of God in Christ for over 40
years. He held the position of district super-
intendent of his religious denomination as well
as being appointed to the Mid-South Commu-
nity College board of trustees by then Gov. Bill
Clinton. This strong community activist labored
tirelessly before his death to help everyone,
especially the younger generation which he
considered the ‘‘apple of his eye.’’

Another man I am compelled to tell you
about is our incoming Secretary of Transpor-
tation, Mr. Rodney Slater. He lifted himself
from the poverty stricken area of the delta to
become the first African-American Cabinet
member from the State of Arkansas. Because
of his far-reaching contributions in the field of
public service he is positioned to become a
fixture in American history.

The challenge that I leave you with today is
two-fold. We must commit ourselves to the
learning of this great heritage and instill in our
younger generation a sense of pride and hope
for the future. Knowledge truly is power and
we must use it for the benefit of all Americans.
f

TRIBUTE TO LISA FALCONE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 25, 1997

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
acknowledge Lisa Falcone, a native of Brook-
lyn, N.Y. who has been dedicated to public
service.
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